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HALSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT 

REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
J.  S.  R ARSON'  Me  R,  C.  S.  , L.  R.  C.  P.  , D.  P.  H. 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1950* 


SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area. 


A re  a in  acres  ee«i««eeee***»*e*o*4*e***vt9i*4**  1 1 72o 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate) ..... • 6020. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 

Rate  EcOLs  (End  of  1 950)  • . «... . 2037* 

Rateable  Value  . . . £30,335* 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  .............. .£1 16.  3* 

Extracts  from  vital  statistics: - 


3d. 


Live  births: 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 


Total  Male  Female 
80  4'l  59 

1 0 1 


Still  births.  000 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  13.4* 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. ....... 0. 

Deaths  (Registrar  General’ s estimate)  .99* 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  . l6.4* 

Death  rate  (corrected  by  comparability  figure  of  0.82)  ...13*4* 

Death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  live  births ...37*0. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

ligitimate  live  births 37*  5* 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births.. 0. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  19. 

Deaths  Whooping  Cough  ( hl.l  • age  § . ) * O* 

Deaths  from  Meaclss  (all  agoc)  «, ...0. 
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Deaths  at  Various  ap;e  groups  during  1950 » 

(registered  and  transferred, ) 

Age  Grou-p o Number  off EO^at hs  s 


Under  one  year  3 

1 and  under  2 years  — 

2 and  under  5 years  - 

5 and  under  15  years 

15  and  under  25  years  1 

25  and  under  35  years  1 

35  and  under  45  years  1 

45  and  under  55  years  6 

55  and  under  65  years  21 

65  and  under  75  years  23 

75  and  upwards*  44 

Total,  100 


SECTION  B health  services  of  the  area, 

A,  Public  Health  Officers, 

1 o J*  S.  Ranspn  M.  R.  C.  S.  , L.  R,  C.  P,  s D.  P.  H, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

2,  S.N.  Py  croft.  M.  I.  M,  C.  E,  y M,*S.  I,A.  , A.M.I.S.K. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor, 

B,  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services  during 
this  year:- 

1,  Laboratory’  Service  sG 

2,  Ambulance  Services, 

3c  Nursing  in  the  home, 

4.  Clinics  and  treatment  centres, 

5*  Hospitals, 

SECTION  C - Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area „ 


Inspection  made  during  the  year  1950» 

Number  of  inspections  made  and  re-inspected.  •••••••••  306 

Nuisances  detected  ........ 139 

Nuisances  abated  164 

Informal  Notices  served,  84 

Statutory  notices  served 1. ......... . 46 

Informal  notices  complied  with  59 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with 53 
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WATER  SUPPLY, 


Samples  of  water  were  taken  throughout  the  year  at  the 
Parsonage  "street  Works,  at  the  Head  Street  Works,  (used  only 
as  a standby)  and  on  the  boosted  supply  in  Mitchell  Avenue 
and  Park  Fields  .£<11  the  examinations  were  satisfactory. 

Particulars  of  Water  Supply o 

Nb*  of  houses  supplied  from  mains  * 0 s e , . . © , . 2033 

Uo , ox.  persons  uhereiiixi  o&o<$,©o,oo,£>,ooeoc>o©oo,©©,0o  OOOo 

Ho,  of  houses  Supplied  from  standpipes  , , , , , °o.,©oo  3 

ho,  ox  persons  therein  oocf)©c,9oo©«c«e«o«»*,oo«,«c,  3 

Parsonage  Street.  Works  where  a new  submersible  pump 
was  installed  in  June,  1949?  continued  to  supply  practically 
the  whole  of  the  T-own^s  supply.  The  electrically  driven  pump 
has  made  very  considerable  economies* 

The  number  of  water  meters  was  increased  from  14  to  41 
during  this  year©  Besides  adding  to  the  revenue  of  the  water 
undertaking,  this  improvement  permits  a better  control  of 
water  consumption  and  has  already  led  to  savings, 

A further,  improvement  during  the  year  on  the 
distribution  side  was  the  conversion  of  the  old  type  ball 
valve  hydrants  to  the  modern  screw  down  type.  The  cost  of 
this  work  was  reimbursed  b.y  the  County  Fire  Brigade* 

As  last  year  the  boosted  supply  to  the  Mitchell  Avenue 
and  Park  Fields  has  continued  with  a few  minor 

interruptions*  supply  was  extended  to  the  upper  part  of 

Mount  Hill  where  the  gravity  supply  had  been  poor. 

During  the  year  the  Ru.pgQ.  Da strict  Council!  s Water 
Scheme  reached  the  Enquiry  Stage,  and  the  Urban  Council  had 
to  reach  a final  decision  on  whether  to  take  water  from  the 
neighbouring  authority.  After  very  careful  consideration,  it 
was  felt  that  on  the  figures  before  the  Council,  the  Urban 
District! s interest  would  be  best  served  by  net  taking  any  of  the 
Rural  water.  This  important  decision  was  reached  about  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  1931  sees  the  Council  face  to  face  with 
the  problems  involved  in  reducing  the  temporary  nature  of 
some  parts  of  their  system  and  in  gradually  placing  it  on 
a sounder  basis. 


Sewerage© 


The  sewage  disposal  works ^ as  last  year  and  for  some 
years  previously,  continued  to  produce  an  unsatisfactory  effluent. 
Although  certain  alterations,  including  a flood  gate,  new  dosing 
syphon  and  new  sludge  pump,  had  been  invisaged  for  this  year 
it  was  evident  that  these  minor  improvements  would  not  cure 
the  basic  defects  in  the  works.  The  Council  accordingly 
invited  Messrs,  A, P. I,  Ootterell  & Son,  Consulting  Engineers, 
to  make  a thorough  investigation  of  the  works  and  report  on 
what  they  considered  dhould  be  done.  This  report  was 
awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  smaller  alterations 
proposed  we- re  postponed© 

The  Surface  Water  Sewerage  Scheme  which  was  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  in  April  1949?  was  finally  approved  in 
September  1950,  after  the  Ministry  had  been  convinced  that  the 
surface  water  on  the  now  housing  site  could  not  be  removed  from 
the  site  without  this  new  sewer.  Tenders  were  being  invited  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  it  is  expected  the  work  will  be 
completed  in  the  Autumn  of  1951® 
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SECTION  p - Housing 


During  the  year  1 4 Old  People’s  dwellings  were  erected 
End  occupied g Preference  in  selecting  tenants  was  given  to 
couples  or  single  people  occupying  three  bedroomed  Council 
Houses , and  in  this  way  12  Council  Epuses  were  vacated* 

The  high  rents  of  the  new  Council  Houses  made  it  impossible 
for  some  of  the  applicants  selected  to  accept  the  tenancies 
offeredo  This  created  a demand  for  any  type  of  dwelling 
in  the  older  part:  of  the  town,  creating  a false  value  thereof. 

The  Council  are  therefore  inhibited  from  taking 
steps  to  enforce  houses  being  brought  up  to  the  minimum  of 
modern  housing  standards  by  reconstructions 

The  result  is  that  whereas  a modern  Estate  is  being 
formed  in  the  Park  Fields  area,  other  areas  in  the  Town 
remain  much  the  same  as  in  former  years,  but  improvement 
is  unlikely  owing  to  the  small  returns,  from  the  rent, 

^.unless  the  Council  takes  some  drastic*  action,  Nevertheless 
the  day  must  come  when  areas  such  as  Mount  feasant  must- 
be  dealt  with,  the  Council  should  consider  the  advisability 
of  meeting  Owners  of  some  of  the  property  with  a view  to 
reconstruction  or  the  demolition  of  the  houses 9.  after  their 
tenants  have  been  re-housed  and  the  requisition  of  the  sites 
for  the  building  of  Council  Houses® 

The  Council  n.::w  has  32  Flats,  the  upstairs  flat  having 
two  bedrooms  and  on  the  ground  f!A$..  ^ having  one  bedroom  only. 
These  upstairs  flats  have  been  let  to  young  couples  having 
one.  child.,  their  washing  arrangements-  necessitates  going 
upstairs  for  rinsing,  but  this  has  already  caused  an  accident 
to  one  housewife  involving  a broken  leg. 

The  ground  floor  flats  have  in  some  instances  been 
let  to  couples  with  one  ctuild.  As  they  have  one  bedroom 
only  any  lures  a such  as  Whooping  cough,  greatly  interferes 
with  the  sleep  of  the  parents.  The  housing  of  young 
people  with,  or  likely  to  have  children  in  e one  bedroomed 
flat  can  only  be  locked  upon  as  a retrograde  step,  and  must 
compare  most  unfavourably  with  the  ideal  accommodation  provided 
in  the  new  three-bedroomed  Council  House® 


INSPECTION  OP  DWELLING-  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAH, 

Total  number  of  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ......67 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  06. 166 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  habitation  o.ooe.oo.»o*.o..  0.  ......  .©.©.o... ...  . NIL 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  all  respiects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...67 

No.-,  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  it&  Officers  ..52 

No®  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  statutory 
Notices  were  served,  requiring  repairs  . . . . e » . , „ . . . - . 9 
No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  ... 

after  services  of  formal  notices  ® . ® „ ® ® * 8 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...... .NIL 

No®  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  demolition 
0 r de rs  •••  ....... • . . • • » • . c • • • . • • • . . . ® N*  1 1 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  were  made  * • .NIL 

No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  ?/ere  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  made  fit  NIL 
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SECTION  E - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD, 


No  carcases  were  condemned  during  the  year® 


The  following  food  supplies  have  been  surrendered  and 
condemned  during  the  year. 


Meats 

Vegetables, 

Milk, 

F i S ho 
Fruit > 

Mi  s ce  11  ane  o us » 


25  tins  and  102-g-  lbs* 
9 tins 
35  tins. 

9 tins  and  40  lbs# 

25  tins 
7ki  lbs. 


SECTION  P ~ PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 
DISEASES, 

The  aitached  table  shows  that  the  number  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year  was  exceptionally 
low0 


Again  no  case  of ii%.Viher3;a  was  notified;  no  case  having 
occurred  in  the  District  since  1941, 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  this  disease  has  been 
carried  out  as  in  former  years  and  the  high  percentage  of 
children  protected  has  been  maintained. 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year. 


Disease  Total 

of  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital, 

Death; 

Measles 

18 

mm 

WfcLO oping  Cough 

8 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

■ 1 

— 

— 

Pol ic-my e 1 i t is 

1 

1 

— 

Gerebo  - Spinal  Fever, 

1 

- 

— 

-r  • Total  0, 

Tuberculosis, 

29 

1 

- 

Cases  Notified, 

Adults, 

Pulmonary  0 • Male  . * ...  2 

Female  , , . , 1 

Non  - Pulmonary  * * , * *-,#,$■*  * Male 

Female  s*. . . 1 

Children  Pulmonary  e . . * Male  . . . , 0 

Female  , , , , 0 

Non  - Pulmonary  . Male  . c , , 0 

Female  , . . . 0 

DEATHS  FROM  TERBERCULQSIS . 


Under  one  year  0 

1 and  under  2 years  0 

2 and  under  5 years  0 

5 and  under  15  years  0 

15  and  pnder  25  years  1 

25  and  under  35  years  0 

35  and  under  45  years  0 

45  years  and  over,  0 


Total 


SECTION-  G FACTORIES  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 

There  are  52  of  these  places  on  the  register,  22 
Inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  only  6 defects 
were  f ound  and  remedied. 
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Inspections  for  purposes , of  provisions  as  to  health. 


PREMISES.  No.  Register,  No.  of  Inspections. 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
section  1, 2,3*4?  end  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities®  17  12 

(it/Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 

by  the  Local  Authority,  35  10 

(iii)  Other  premises  In  which 
section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises)  - - 


Totals,  52 


22 


2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  founds  No8  of  ©ases 

in  which  defects 

Particulars,  Found.®  Remedied.  referred  by 

H.M,  Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness,  3 

0 ve  r c r o>wd  ing. 

Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  drainage  of  flooi?<>- 
Sanitary  conveniences. 

(a)  Insufficient. 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective. 3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes.  - 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offence 

relating  to  outwork),.  - 

Id  adequate  ventilation.  ,1 

Totals,  77  2 


There  was  one  outworker  in  the  district. 
This  outworker  is  employed  in  G-lovemaking. 


fL  'Ll-  <?in-K , 


8th.  September,  1951* 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


